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Activity 1 Building reading skills

•
•
•
•

skimming and scanning for information
reading headings, sub-headings, text boxes and pictures
reading for meaning
making connections between the text and your world
There are three levels of comprehension questions:
Literal

The answer is located in one sentence in the text.

Inferred
		

You need to make links between text and graphics (such as photographs, 		
illustrations, maps and tables) and what you already know.

Applied

The answer is in your background knowledge, what you already know or feel.

	Shade one bubble.
1. Why has Aboriginal Hostels Limited banned smoking inside its hostels? 		

(inferred)

to prevent accidental fires in hostels
to help cut down the numbers of Aboriginal people who smoke
to promote smoking
to let people know how expensive smoking is
Issue 173

2

Years 9-10

Issue 173

2. What other ways is Aboriginal Hostels Limited helping to reduce the numbers of Aboriginal
smokers? 											(inferred)

3. According to research, what percentage of Aboriginal people currently smoke?
			

% 									

(literal)

4. According to the text, most cigarettes cost about $14 per packet. If you were to smoke one
pack of cigarettes each day for 10 years, how much would you spend?		
(literal)

What could you do with that amount of money?

5. Roger Barson says that convincing Aboriginal people to quit smoking “won’t happen
overnight, but we’re taking a much more active approach.”
In this sentence, won’t happen overnight means
we will still be in the same situation tomorrow
the non-smoking campaign will be a long-term project
everyone should quit smoking overnight
we need more education about quitting smoking 				

(applied)

6. What is the overall purpose of this text? 							

(applied)
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Activity 2 Language Conventions – Spelling
	The spelling mistakes in these sentences have been underlined.
Write the correct spelling for each word in the box.
1. The Aboriginal Hostels asosiation is anti-smoking.
2. They anounsed their decision today.

Each sentence has one word that is incorrect.
Write the correct spelling of the word in the box.
1. There will be activitys to help people quit smoking.
2. This fits into their nayberhoods.
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Activity 3 Language Conventions – Grammar
	Shade one bubble.
1. Which type of word is concerned in this sentence?
The woman had a concerned expression on her face when she realised the health dangers of
smoking.
verb
noun
adverb
adjective
2. Which sentence is correct?
The teacher drew our attention to the anti-smoking poster.
The teacher fetched our attention to the anti-smoking poster.
The teacher focussed our attention to the anti- smoking poster.
The teacher gathered our attention to the anti- smoking poster.
3. Which word or words correctly completes this sentence?
A lot of people ____________ chosen not to smoke if they knew how addictive it was.
would have
would of
having
have
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Activity 4 Language Conventions – Punctuation
	Shade one bubble.
1. An apostrophe ( ’ ) has been left out of this sentence.
Where does the missing apostrophe go?
The financial benefits of being a non-smoker dont end with what you are paying for them.

2. Which sentence has correct use of capital letters?
		

Aboriginal Hostels Limited is doing everything possible to discourage Aboriginal people
from smoking.

		

aboriginal hostels limited is doing everything possible to discourage Aboriginal people
from smoking.

		

Aboriginal Hostels Limited is doing everything possible to discourage aboriginal people
from smoking.

		

Aboriginal hostels limited is doing everything possible to discourage Aboriginal people
from smoking.

3. Brackets ( ) are needed in this sentence. Which part of the sentence needs brackets?
An estimated 20% of teenagers 280000 smoke cigarettes regularly.
		

20%

		

280000

		

of teenagers

		

egularly
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Activity 5 Designing a POSTER
Posters can be a very persuasive
way of getting a message across.
Many of us know smokers who
are struggling to kick the habit,
but we live in an era where we
have enough science to prove
that cigarettes and smoking
in general have negative
consequences. The long-term
effects of smoking include health
issues ranging from emphysema
to a variety of different cancers.
Design a poster to convince Aboriginal people to quit smoking.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

To make a creative and effective anti-smoking poster which makes a big impact on your target
audience you could:
use statistics –look up statistics on smokers that have shock value, such as how many people
die each year or how many people are diagnosed with cancer due to smoking. Just one
of these facts enlarged on a poster will cause people to stop, read and take in the overall
message of the advertisement
use pictures of organs - you could display the results of smoking on the body. A picture of a
tar-black lung or a damaged heart with a caption describing the photo can have lasting shock
value. By being daring in your poster, you may be able to persuade a few smokers to kick the
habit
use Before-and-After pictures - pictures of a person before smoking and after smoking for
a number of years has shock value and the potential to persuade users to quit. Showing a
healthy lung next to a lung of a heavy smoker is another way to get your point across. If you
convince just one person to quit with your ad, you can consider your poster a success.
Remember to:
research your topic and plan your poster
use a few key words or slogans
use statistics, photos and illustrations
choose your words carefully to convince a reader of your opinions
check and edit your poster so that its message is clear for a reader.
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